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Tour Participants: Jaume Soler Zurita with six Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Saturday 5th May 

Weather: rain, clouds and sun 

By midday, and after a little delay in the flight from Newcastle, we welcomed all our group in Mallorca airport. It 

was quite busy at this time as the tourist season starts early in the island. But just after packing our vehicle, we 

smoothly got out of the main roads on the south-west which surround Palma (capital of the island) and got to 

the freeway heading north-east. Already en route Dave spotted the first glimpse of a Hoopoe that eventually 

crossed the road on a low flight, and a couple of Red Kites were overlooked patrolling the sky in the distance. 

Today it had been rainy in the morning, but now it seemed to be clearing up. This allowed us to see the 

mountains of Serra de Tramuntana, which we would visit some time during the week. After less than an hour, we 

were already close to our destination, near Alcudia. As we turned off the main road, some people managed to see 

an Audouin’s Gull, just before arriving at our hotel, the Pollentia Club Resort.  

 

We did our check in, dropped the luggage and returned for some birding and orientation round the resort. Just 

from the backyard of the hotel it is possible to see part of the Albufereta Nature Reserve. So, we followed the 

path to the south and soon we spotted the first Cetti’s Warbler, being quite cooperative with us. Greenfinches 

and Serins were virtually anywhere in the Cypresses and Aleppo Pines on the resort. At the same time a couple 

of male Mallards were flying after a female that wasn’t interested in them, and a Moorhen showed up down in 

the canal just beside the path fence, followed by two or three lovely, cute chicks. 

 

As we kept going, we saw a Sardinian Warbler and a very confident Mediterranean Flycatcher. Formerly 

considered a Balearic subspecies, this has recently been recognised as a different species from Spotted Flycatcher, 

due to its slightly larger size and relatively unspotted breast, compared to its mainland relative. We then visited 

the hotel hide and saw a couple of Yellow-legged Gulls, a Gadwall, Common Sandpiper and a Black-winged Stilt 

in the distance. Already back on the path, we enjoyed the flights of two Ospreys attempting to catch fish over 

the lagoon. Some people carried on the walk down and eventually found Kentish Plover.  

 

We re-gathered a bit later in order to talk about the plan for the week and to enjoy a lovely dinner in the 

restaurant. It had certainly been a good start. 

Day 2 Sunday 6th May 

Weather: sunny, windy 

Today we have woke up to some clouds; however, despite the weather forecast promised, we would enjoy a 

good day. Some people had visited the path round the hotel and found Stone-curlew and Black-winged Stilts. 

After a good breakfast, we drove the short distance that separates our hotel to a parking area near Port de 

Pollença, in order to visit the Bóquer Valley. The first part of it goes through beautiful olive and carob groves, till 

the entrance of the Bóquer cottage. These types of cottages are called “possessions” in Mallorca, and they used 

to host many people in the past, generally the landlord’s family and the land keepers who would work for them 

in the agricultural groves around. Just at the start of our walk, an Eleonora’s Falcon welcomed us with acrobatic 
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flights over the valley down to the cliffs. What a start! The entrance of Bóquer is very charming, as majestic and 

ancient Ficus elastica is welcoming the visitors by the main gate.  

 

The surroundings of the path were covered in Convolvulus arvensis (Field Bindweed). Passing the main yard, we 

crossed the rear gate and started exploring the natural environment of Bóquer. One of the most impressive views 

at the beginning are the really steep cliffs both sides of the valley, decorated with brave Chamaerops humilis (Dwarf 

Palm) which struggle to grow in between the rocks. At the beginning the path went narrow, walking beside 

hedges of Smilax aspera (Common Smilax) and Pistacia lentiscus (Mastic Tree), as the feral goats and sheep from the 

Bóquer finca are grazing around. Serins and Linnets flew around virtually everywhere, and we found a 

Mediterranean Flycatcher too. Not too far from there we spotted a couple of Red Kites over the mountains. 

Other interesting flowers included the beautiful Asphodelus aestivus (Common Asphodel). Once at the top of the 

valley, the landscape opens up and there is a beautiful view of the sea. In there we could enjoy the endemic 

Hypericum balearicum (Balearic St. John’s-Wort) in full bloom. Jaume pointed out a distant Balearic Warbler 

singing, which we couldn’t find. It was a bit breezy and this didn’t help. 

 

Walking back along the same path back to the cottage, we spotted a Kestrel, a Raven and also an interesting 

flock of swallows, containing House Martin, Sand Martin and also Red-rumped Swallow. These last ones are 

pure migrants as they don’t breed in the island. A Hoopoe was seen in the distance, but then went down behind 

a Fig Tree, so didn’t allow a brilliant view. In its place, a big group of Bee-eaters on active migration flew over us 

heading off the sea. 

 

Back in the vehicles, we called at the supermarket for fresh food and enjoyed a delicious picnic in a park near 

Port de Pollença. This corner was very interesting, as we found Wood Warbler, many Mediterranean Flycatchers 

and a Red-throated Pipit! 

 

After lunch we drove around the Port de Pollença harbour, finding a group of Shags. Later on, we moved on to 

a beautiful cafe in front of the beach, which gave us fantastic views of Audouin’s Gull only three metres away 

from us, so delightful for photographers! 

 

In the afternoon we visited the northern part of Albufereta, called Cullerassa. There is a narrow path that follows 

the lagoons and is full of Gladiolus italicus (Italian Gladiolus), with a beautiful fuchsia colour. Nightingales were 

singing exuberantly and covered almost all the ambient sound, competing with the Cetti's Warblers. Following 

this path, we observed from a hide some Mallards, Common Sandpipers and a Little Ringed Plover. Suddenly a 

Hoopoe appeared on the way and it spent some time feeding on the floor, without being troubled by our 

presence. Beside it there was a Common Sandpiper who did the same. Continuing a little further down the road 

we saw beautiful flowers such as Trifolium campestre (Hop Trefoil) and Parentucellia viscosa (Yellow Bartsia), while 

other birds such as the Great Tit were singing. 

 

Finally, we returned to the van and we made a circular tour of the Albufereta, crossing a very beautiful stream 

and going through flowered fields where we saw Stonechat and many Corn Buntings. 
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Day 3 Monday 7th May 

Weather: Sunny and cloudy 

Today we would totally change the area and dedicate the day to visiting the mountains of Mallorca, called Serra 

de Tramuntana. Like yesterday, there were some clouds, but the forecast was good, so we did not have to worry 

too much. 

 

By taking the north-west direction we passed Pollença and we took the narrow road that goes up to the 

mountain. Suddenly the landscape began to change as we gained height. The lowland scrubland was replaced by 

Aleppo Pine trees with spectacular rock formations. Afterwards, we crossed Holm Oak forests and left behind 

the Lluc Monastery's shaft until arriving at our first stop, Cúber Reservoir. 

 

It was much fresher up here, but still with a pretty nice temperature. Just as we were leaving the vehicle, before 

beginning our walk, we heard a Wryneck; with some luck we were able to see it stop on a branch of a pine, 

despite the bird being very shy. A few metres later, Jaume pointed to a bird that sang from the vegetation on the 

banks of the road. It was a Moltoni’s Warbler, a relatively recent split from Subalpine Warbler. Other birds seen 

pretty well were a Tawny Pipit displaying beautifully and a male Cirl Bunting that spent a few minutes singing 

from the top of a tree and showing really well. As we kept going we saw the impressive Puig de l'Ofre in front of 

us us, and some Ravens flying above the cliffs in acrobatic flights, while in the middle of the water reservoir 

there was a group of Yellow-legged Gulls taking a bath and drinking fresh water. 

 

We eventually arrived at the dam, where we spotted some feral goats and also some Iberian Pond Frogs singing 

loudly from the water below. The first Griffons Vultures began to appear, and we added our first Black Vulture! 

They were forming a kettle following a thermal current and flying circularly all the time. But that was not all, 

because in that same area of thermal currents appeared a Short-toed Eagle chased by a Raven. The show lasted 

for a few seconds until the Short-toed Eagle went away beyond the mountain. 

 

By the edge of a beautiful rock there was an amazing corner to enjoy botany, and we could find a good sort of 

species, such as Asplenium trichomanes (Maidenhair Spleenwort), Polypodium vulgare (Common Polypody), Sanguisorba 

minor agg (Salad Burnet) and the endemic Cyclamen balearicum (Balearic Cyclamen). The end of the walk gave us a 

very good view of a Little Ringed Plover and we could hear Red-legged Partridge. 

 

Once back in the vehicle, we drove a very short distance to a beautiful picnic spot below majestic pines. There 

we found a confident male Chaffinch which was coming closer and closer to take part on our picnic, hoping to 

catch some small pieces of bread. A Mediterranean Flycatcher was catching insects around and the background 

sound included both Blackcaps and Chaffinches, even also a Firecrest that we managed to see really well before 

getting back in the vehicle. The drive down had a couple stops for photo opportunities of the dramatic landscape 

down the northern coast of Mallorca, until we arrived in the Monastery of Lluc. This is a beautiful corner of the 

island, very well known around, with beautiful gardens full of monumental Olive Trees. There is also a giant 

Nettle Tree which is catalogued. We enjoyed the visit round the gardens and the outsides of the building before 

heading down, and even were so lucky to see a Bonelli’s Eagle! This species has been reintroduced in the island 

recently and it is very scarce. 
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Before arriving at the hotel, we still had time for another stop to enjoy the old part of Pollença village. A walk 

along its charming streets full of history and a coffee in the main square was a good end to this beautiful day. 

Day 4 Tuesday 8th May 

Weather: Sunny and cloudy 

Today we would spend the morning visiting the Formentor Peninsula. It is the north-eastern tip of the island 

that goes out to the sea and ends at the Formentor Cape, with a truly impressive landscape. It is though, at the 

same time, a very touristy place. So, to avoid the crowds, we went out early from our hotel to arrive as soon as 

possible when it was still quiet. When we got to the Formentor Cape there were just some cars parked, and we 

started exploring down the sea for shearwaters. With a bit of patience, we got to find both Cory’s and Balearic 

Shearwaters in small groups despite being a long way away. Soon a dark morph Eleonora’s Falcon appeared 

flying up and down and was joined by another one of the usual morph. Just at the other side of the lighthouse 

we found a beautiful male Blue Rock Thrush, singing and displaying.  

 

We had a coffee and used the facilities there, and just when it was starting to be a bit packed we came back. In 

the centre of the peninsula there is a beautiful agricultural area called Ses Cases Velles where we stopped to see 

what came up. In the finca we spotted a Red-legged Partridge and a beautiful Serapias parviflora (Small-flowered 

Tongue Orchid). 

 

In the afternoon we visited the southern area of s'Albufereta, called sa Barcassa. Just arriving we saw some pairs 

of Greenfinch singing around, as well as a Marsh Harrier flying low in search of prey. We went up to the 

observation tower from which we saw various bird species, such as the Common Kestrel, the Balearic subspecies 

of Woodchat Shrike and a Little Egret that flew very close to us and was a good opportunity to take photos. 

 

We continued our visit on a beautiful path between dry stone walls where there were some Pyramidal Orchids, 

and Corn Buntings were singing around us. Finally, we entered a brand-new observatory, where they had 

restored the habitat for birds. We were able to enjoy Black Winged Stilt nesting, Gadwalls and a Coot with lovely 

chicks. 

Day 5 Wednesday 9th May 

Weather: Sunny, cloudy and rainy  

We would dedicate today to visit the Albufera of Mallorca. This is probably the most important natural area in 

the island, and one of the corners that contains more biodiversity. At 9am, as we had agreed, we went through 

the main gate of s'Albufera and we walked along a straight path where we could hear many Sardinian Warblers 

and Cetti's Warblers. A little later, we had the opportunity to see some Bee Orchids, as well as a Cattle Egret, 

Night Heron and Little Egret nesting colony. We also saw an Eleonora’s Falcon before, finally, we entered the 

visitor's centre to register our visit. 

 

The first hide we visited gave us a big surprise, as there were up to three Marbled Teals, which we could see 

really well! From the same place we also had the opportunity to enjoy Gadwall and a cute Little Grebe. At the 

same time there was a couple of Common Coot who were constantly coming in and out of the nest with nesting 
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material. Curiously, one of them first remained in the nest and the other brought material, but after a while the 

roles changed! 

 

We continued the path to another observatory, and this whole journey was very interesting for some birds and 

plants, such as Ranunculus bulbosus (Bulbous Buttercup). A Cetti's Warbler could be seen incredibly well in a dry 

branch in which it was singing without bothering about our presence, and a Nightingale showed itself pretty well, 

too. On the way we could see between the reeds where two Great Crested Grebes were feeding. Finally, we came 

to a tower where we climbed up and we saw some highlights such as Red-knobbed Coot and another Eleonor's 

Falcon, hunting insects on the canal. 

 

We looked for a place to eat our picnic and, on the way back, we saw how two Common Coot couples fought 

hard for the territory. It was a serious battle! 

 

A hide by the edge of the information centre was open now after no access (due to maintenance) was allowed in 

the morning, so we decided to visit it. We were able to enjoy Avocets, Black-winged Stilts, some Red-crested 

Pochards and Marbled Teals that were resting in the hottest hours. 

 

Finally, we went to the hide of Cibollar and it was a good end, because there was a good number of species, 

including some Avocet pairs with their chicks, a small group of Curlew Sandpipers, nesting Common Terns, and 

other migratory waders such as Dunlin, Little Stint, Greenshank and Ringed Plover. There were also some 

Flamingoes. Just walking back on the main track of Albufera we saw several Western Swamphens (previously 

known as Purple Gallinule or Purple Swamphen, which has now been split). 

 

On the way back, we stopped for a coffee break near Port d'Alcúdia before heading the hotel. Later we discussed 

the interesting day we had and the plan for next day. 

Day 6 Thursday 10th May 

Weather: Cloudy, sunny 

These past days we have been concentrated mainly in the northeast of the island, but today we would change 

completely to another area and we would visit the south. After a good breakfast and stopping at the supermarket 

for the picnic provisions, we started the route through Santa Margalida and Petra, stopping for a coffee and 

toilets near Vilafranca de Bonany, on Venta des Cruce. From there we started exploring a small rural road, 

making a stop that allowed us to observe numerous Red Kites, a Woodchat Shrike, some Greater Short-toed 

Larks and even a Red-footed Falcon! This small falcon migrates through the Mediterranean, and whereas in the 

Iberian Peninsula it is rare to see, here in the Balearic Islands there are more options. 

 

Finally, we continued our route through Felanitx and Campos to reach Salobrar de Campos. These are ancient 

salt pans that still remain active, and they are often very interesting for birds; we found Avocets, Flamingoes and 

Shelduck. In one of the salt pools where there was a lower level of water, some waders took the chance to feed. 

Among the species present were Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper and a Single Bar-tailed Godwit, and several Kentish 

Plovers were feeding around. We could also see Iberian Yellow Wagtail and an unusual Lapwing. Among the 

plants found we can highlight Salsola vermiculata, and Oxalis pes-caprae (Bermuda Buttercup). 
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We found a place for picnic at the southern edge of Salobrar, nearly heading the beautiful beach of Es Trenc. It 

was a convenient spot which allowed us to see some Kentish Plovers quite near us, a Slender-billed Gull and 

even we could hear an unexpected Scops Owl. We tried to attract it, but it didn’t work. Instead, we could enjoy 

some Ophrys speculum (Mirror Orchid). 

 

On our way to Cap de Ses Salines (the very southern end of the island), we passed through beautiful private 

stages, mostly based on agricultural fields and pine woodlands. These woodlands have the particularity to be 

growing on fossil dunes, so the soil is very sandy and the vegetation is very adapted to it. A short stop gave us 

another Woodchat Shrike, a Northern Wheatear and a low-flying Red Kite. 

 

Once in Cap de Ses Salines, we enjoyed this beautiful part of the coast, with amazing views of Cabrera, a little 

archipelago in front of the southern coast which is a National Park. An Audouin’s Gull was flying low and 

perched on top of a rock, not far from us, and some people in the group managed to get even closer for better 

pictures. The vegetation here was based on Juniperus phoenicea (Phoenicean Juniper) and also Phyllyrea angustifolia. 

Suddenly a fishing boat came through, surely back to one of the harbours of the nearby coast. It was followed by 

a good number of Cory’s Shearwater and Balearic Shearwater. Between these Balearic Shearwaters, some people 

even managed to find Yelkouan Shearwaters, which are told by paler armpits. 

 

The afternoon was beautiful but we had to start thinking about coming back. On the way we stopped in Ses 

Salines village for a coffee outside in the terrace of a bar. That allowed us to see a Peregrine Falcon and even a 

Honey Bee swarm getting in and out from a hole in the church.  

 

The journey back was done through another route, taking Sineu and Montuïri, charming villages having a lot of 

heritage. We could even take some minutes to photograph the ancient windmills that can be found in particular 

places.  

Day 7 Friday 11th May 

Weather: Sunny and clear 

Today we woke up with the most unbelievable weather that one could dream. There was not a single cloud in the 

sky, just perfect. We were on the penultimate day and we had not yet had the opportunity to see one of the most 

special birds in the island, the Balearic Warbler. Unfortunately, the day we visited Bóquer Valley was a little 

windy and the bird didn’t show up. So, we still had a final plan. After a good breakfast at the hotel, as usual, we 

left directly to the beginning of the Formentor Peninsula, in order to visit Albercutx viewpoint. This is a high 

point with a Moorish castle, which allows you to have fantastic views of north part of the island, the Serra de 

Tramuntana and all of Pollença and Alcúdia Bays. Once up there, with the silence and the fresh morning 

temperature, we looked for the bird and it did not take long to appear. In a few minutes we had a beautiful male 

Balearic Warbler singing in front of us at a distance of 10 metres. This also provided great opportunities for 

taking photos. With this objective accomplished, we retreated before the access to Albercutx could get too busy. 

We called in the supermarket to take the last provisions for picnic. Today we had some orders for typical 

Mallorcan food that we hadn’t tried yet. 

 

We continued our route through Port d'Alcudia and stopping to enjoy a coffee in Can Picafort, just off the coast. 

From here we could see part of Alcúdia Bay, and even saw the Albercutx viewpoint where we had been before. 
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Heading south just a few kilometres we eventually arrived at Son Real. This is a public area belonging to the 

Balearic Islands government, which was acquired to preserve the natural heritage and to represent what had been 

the typical “possessions” of Mallorca. A walk along one of the paths gave us views of Thekla Lark, a Hoopoe 

feeding in the ground, Mediterranean Flycatcher and also a glimpse of an owl flying around the woodland which 

turned out to be a Long-eared Owl. The path went through patches of woodland and agricultural land. We 

spotted a couple of Red-legged Partridges by ancient Fig Trees. 

 

Suddenly, we saw a tortoise that was feeding flowers in a forest clearing, about 10 metres away. It was a 

Hermann's Tortoise. Further down we also saw Anacamptis coriophora (Bug Orchid). On the way back to the 

house of Son Real we saw up to five Red-eared Terrapins and a giant wasp called Megascolia maculata. It was 

already getting close to the midday, so we enjoyed a great picnic in the shade of some pins in very comfortable 

benches and tables.  

 

In the afternoon we still had time to visit a few more places. At the beginning we started having a look at Son 

Bosc. This is a private land which is fenced and just can be seen from outside. But still good enough, as from a 

convenient point we found a little group of Bee-eaters on top of the wires. Jaume told us that this place was 

going to be converted into a golf course, but luckily at the end the ecologists were able to stop the project by 

social opposition. These views of Bee-eaters came together with a Marsh Harrier passing in front of us and a 

Fan-tailed Warbler constantly displaying up and down in the sky. 

 

We then moved through a narrow track finding a migrant Whinchat, and finally arriving in a view tower that 

overlooks to the southern part of Depuradora (water works). There are several pools that still create habitat for 

aquatic birds. In here we found Black-headed Gull, Black-winged Stilt, Common Terns nesting, Little Ringed 

Plover, Common Sandpiper, Redshank and also a Whiskered Tern! 

 

Starting our way back to the hotel, through Can Picafort and Port d’Alcudia we stopped to have a look at s’Illot, 

which is in the south-eastern part of Albufera and consists of reedbeds. In there we searched for the Moustached 

Warbler but didn’t have luck this time. 

 

We came back to our hotel and had a last look at the Albufereta from the backyard finding Pintail and Kentish 

Plover. Then we left some time to relax a bit and meet later for a final list and to review what had been a 

fantastic week enjoying birds and nature in Mallorca! 

Day 8 Saturday 12th May 

Weather: Cloudy 

We had a quite early flight back home, so we met up early in the main cafe of the hotel resort. We thought we 

would be the only ones awake up at that time, but a few people dressed in sport clothes were in there too. They 

were going to take part in a triathlon. 

 

Our transfer to the airport was quiet, with nearly no traffic on the road, so that allowed us to cross the island 

very smoothly. It was time to say goodbye and to thank everyone for sharing this week with us.  
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watching birds in Albufereta 

Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera) Hermanniii’s Tortoise feeding on flowers 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= birds seen; H = heard only) 

   May 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 
  

H  
  

 

3 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 
   

    

4 Gadwall  Mareca strepera   
 

  
  

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos        

7 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata 
    

 
  

9 Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
      

 

10 Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris 
    

 
  

12 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 
   

  
  

13 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina 
   

  
  

15 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 
   

 
 

 
 

16 Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 
     

 
 

18 Cory's Shearwater  Calonectris diomedea 
   

 
 

 
 

19 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 
    

 
  

21 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 
    

 
  

22 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 
   

   
 

24 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus 
    

H 
  

25 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 
    

 
  

27 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 
      

 

28 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 
    

 
 

 

30 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  
  

  
  

31 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea  
   

 
  

33 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta      
 

 

34 Great Egret Egretta alba  
      

36 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
 

 
   

 
 

37 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 
    

 
  

39 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus  
      

40 Red Kite  Milvus milvus     
 

  

42 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus 
  

 
    

43 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus 
  

 
    

45 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus 
  

 
    

46 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 
   

    

48 Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata 
  

 
    

49 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus 
     

 
 

51 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   
 

    

52 Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 
     

 
 

54 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 
     

 
 

55 Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae 
 

 
 

  
  

57 Western (Purple) Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio 
    

 
  

58 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus  
  

  
 

 

60 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 
 

 
  

 
  

61 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 
    

 
  

63 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 
   

H  H  

64 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   
 

    

66 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta 
    

  
 

67 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 
     

 
 

69 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 
    

 
 

 

70 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 
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   May 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

72 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus   
 

    

73 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 
     

 
 

75 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 
    

   

76 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 
    

 
  

78 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos    
  

  

79 Sanderling  Calidris alba 
    

 
  

81 Little Stint  Calidris minuta 
    

 
  

82 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea 
    

   

84 Dunlin  Calidris alpina 
    

  
 

85 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
    

   

87 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 
     

 
 

88 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis        

90 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii   
 

 
 

 
 

91 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 
   

  
 

 

93 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 
      

 

94 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia   
 

    

96 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus        

97 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 
     

 
 

99 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto        

100 Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
      

 

102 Scops Owl Otus scops 
     

H 
 

103 Common Swift  Apus apus        

105 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus 
      

 

106 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster 
 

 
  

H 
 

 

108 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   
   

H  

109 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla 
  

 
    

111 Balearic Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator badius 
   

 
 

  

112 Northern Raven  Corvus corax 
 

  
    

114 Great Tit  Parus major 
 

    
 

 

115 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus balearica 
  

 
    

117 Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla 
     

 
 

118 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae 
     

  

120 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 
 

 
     

121 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica        

123 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
 

  
    

124 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum 
  

 
  

  

126 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica 
 

 
     

127 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   
 

  H H 

129 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 
   

 
   

130 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
 

 
 

 
   

132 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
    

 
  

133 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
    

 
  

135 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis   
 

    

136 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 
  

 H  
 

H 

138 Moltoni’s Warbler  Sylvia subalpina 
  

 
    

139 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala        

141 Balearic Warbler Sylvia balearica 
      

 

142 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 
  

 
    

144 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 
  

H 
    

145 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea 
  

 
    

147 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        
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   May 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

148 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 
       

150 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos H   H  H  

151 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
      

 

153 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

154 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius 
   

 
  

 

156 Mediterranean Flycatcher  Muscicapa tyrrhenica        

157 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
 

  
    

159 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus    
 

   

160 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava iberiae  
  

   
 

162 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris 
  

 
    

163 Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
 

 
     

165 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 
 

   
 

H  

166 European Serin  Serinus serinus        

168 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris        

169 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis        

171 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina  
 

   
 

  

172 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
   

 
   

174 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 
 

 
 

 
 

  

175 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus 
  

 
    

Mammals                 

1 Pine Martin Martes martes             T 

2 Brown Rat Rattus norvegica              

3 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus             

Reptiles & Amphibians                 

1 Iberian Water Frog Rana perezi             

2 Red-eared Terrapin Trachemys scripta              

3 Hermann's Tortoise Testudo hermanni              

4 Southern Smooth Snake Coronella girondica              

Butterflies         

2 Swallowtail Papilion machaon             

4 Small White Pieris rapae          

5 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea            

7 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus              

9 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta            

10 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui             

12 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera              

Other Invertebrates:                 

1 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator              

2 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii              

3 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata              

4 Mammoth Wasp Megascolia maculata              

5 Orchard Bee Osmia cornuta              

6 Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris              

7 Honey Bee Apis mellifera              
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Plants 

Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

 PTERIDOPHYTA FERNS   

Aspleniaceae     

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort Cúber 

 
    

Polypodiaceae     

Polypodium vulgare Common Polypody Cúber 

      

PINOPSIDA (GYMNOSPERMS) CONIFERS   

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress Everywhere 

Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly juniper Albufera 

Juniperus phoenicea  Phoenicean Juniper Coastal - Son Real 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus pinea Stone or Umbrella Pine South of island 

Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine Everywhere 

   

MAGNOLIOPSIDA (ANGIOSPERMS) FLOWERING PLANTS   

Magnoliidae (Dicotyledons)   

      

Aizoaceae Dewplant Family   

Carpobrotus edulis Yellow Hottentot Fig Introduced 

  
  

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree Everywhere 

  
  

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel Fields 

      

Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Nerium oleander Oleander Planted 

Vinca difformis a Periwinkle Albufera 

      

Asteraceae Daisy Family   

Cichorium intybus Chicory Son Real 

Cynara cardunculus Cardoon Albufereta 

Evax lusitanica Evax Bóquer Valley 

Helichrysum stoechas Curry Plant Son Real 

Riechardia tingitana   Albufera 

Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle Albufereta 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Borago officinalis Borage Son Real 

Echium plantagineum Purple Viper's-bugloss Albufereta 

      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

Opuntia ficus-indica Barbary Fig Everywhere 

      

Chenopodiaceae Goosefoot Family   

Arthrocnemum macrostychyum     

Atriplex halimus Shrubby Orache Salobrar Campos 
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Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Salsola vermiculata   Salobrar Campos 

   

Cistaceae Cistus Family  

Cistus albidus Grey-leaved Cistus Everywhere 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus Everywhere 

Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved Cistus Everywhere 

  
  

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed Everywhere 

   

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Umbilicus rupestris Wall Pennywort Cúber 

      

Cucurbitaceae Gourd Family   

Ecballium elaterium Squirting Cucumber Cap Ses Salines 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree Lluc 

Erica arborea   Lluc 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia characias subsp.characias Large Mediterranean Spurge Bóquer 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Ceratonia siliqua Carob or Locust Tree Bóquer 

Dorycnium hirsutum a Dorycnium Albufera 

Dorycnium pentaphyllum a Dorycnium Tramuntana mountains 

Genista hirsuta Hairy Spanish Gorse   

Genista triacanthos A Greenweed   

Lotus creticus Southern Bird's-foot Trefoil   

Lotus conimbricensis a Bird's-foot Trefoil   

Lupinus angustifolius Narrow-Leaved Lupin   

Lupinus luteus Yellow Lupin   

Lupinus micranthus Hairy Lupin   

Medicago marina Sea Medick   

Ononis natrix ssp. ramosissima Large Yellow Restharrow   

Ornithopus compressus Compressed Bird's-foot   

Robinia pseudacacia  False Acacia Planted 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil Everywhere 

Ulex argenteus   Bóquer 

   

Fagaceae Beech Family  

Quercus coccifera Kermes Oak Tramuntana 

Quercus rotundifolia Spanish Oak Tramuntana 

   

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill Albufera 

   

Hypericaceae St. John’s-wort Family   

Hypericum balearicum Balearic St. John’s-wort Bóquer and other coastal areas 

   

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Dead-nettle   
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Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Lavendula stoechas French Lavender   

Lavendula viridis Green Lavender   

Thymus mastichina Round-headed Thyme   

      

Lemnaceae Duckweed Family   

Lemna minor Common Duckweed Albufera, Albufereta 

      

Lythraceae Loosestrife Family   

Lythrum portula Water-purslane   

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Malva sylvestris Common Mallow Albufera 

      

Moraceae Mulberry Family   

Ficus carica Fig Planted everywhere 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Fraxinus angustifolia   Albufera 

Jasminum fruticans Wild Jasmine   

Olea europaea Olive Everywhere 

Phillyrea angustifolium - Cap Ses Salines 

      

Oxalidaceae Wood-Sorrel Family   

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup South Island 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Fumaria muralis   Everywhere 

Fumaria officinalis   Everywhere 

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy Everywhere 

   

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family  

Bellardia trixago Bellardia Albufereta 

Parentucellia viscosa Yellow Bartsia Albufereta 

   

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Plantago afra     

Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain Everywhere 

Plantago major Greater Plantain Roads 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Anagallis arvensis (red and blue) Scarlet Pimpernel Everywhere 

Cyclamen balearicum Balearic Cyclamen Cúber 

   

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup Albufera 

Ranunculus sardous   Albufereta 

   

Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family   

Rhamnus alaternus   Albufera 

   

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Tramuntana 

Prunus dulcis Almond Everywhere 
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Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Sanguisorba minor agg. Salad Burnet Tramuntana 

Rosa sempervirens Evergreen Rose Albufera 

   

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Rubia peregrina Wild Madder Albufera 

Sherardia arvense Field Madder Several places 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Verbascum thapsus   Tramuntana 

      

Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family   

Tamarix gallica Tamarisk Albufera 

      

Thymelaeaceae Daphne Family   

Daphne gnidium Mediterranean Mezereon   

      

Urticaceae Nettle Family   

Parietaria judaica Pellitory of the Wall Bóquer 

      

Vitaceae Grape-vine Family   

Vitis vinifera Grape-vine Several places 

      

Liliidae (Monocotyledons)     

Agavaceae Century Plant Family   

Agave americana Century Plant Cap Ses Salines 

      

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family  

Allium ampeloprasum Wild Leek Everywhere 

Allium roseum Rosy Garlic Son Real 

   

Araceae Arum Family   

Arum italicum subsp. neglectum Wild Arum Albufera 

      

Arecaceae Palm Family   

Chamaerops humilis Dwarf Fan Palm Coastal 

   

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Gladiolus illyricus   Albufera 

      

Juncaceae Rush Family   

Juncus maritimus Sea Rush Coastal 

   
Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid Albufereta 

Epipactis lusitanica -   

Limodorum arbortivum Violet Bird's-nest Orchid   

Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid Albufera 

Ophrys speculum Mirror Orchid Es Trenc 

Serapias parviflora Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Albufereta- Cases Velles 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Ampelodesmos mauritanica   Rocky coasts 

Arundo donax Giant Reed Everywhere 
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Briza maxima Large Quaking Grass Albufera 

Phragmites australis Common Reed Albufera - Albufereta 

   

Smilaceae Smilax Family 
 

Smilax aspera Common Smilax Bóquer 

   

Typhaceae Bulrush Family   

Typha angustifolia Lesser Reedmace Albufera 

   

Xanthorrhoeaceae Asphodel Family  

Asparagus acutifolius   Everywhere 

Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel Bóquer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rural village and hermitage of Son Real 

A happy group in Cap de Ses Salines Exploring Bóquer Valley 


